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HEWN 1 was at Grand Cairo I picked up 
féveral Oriental Manufcripts, which I 
have ftill by me. Among others 1 met 
with one entituled, The Vifions of Mir- 

which have read over with great Pleafure. I 

pd to give it to the Publick when I have no o- 

Ritertainment for them ; and fhall begin with 
ft Vifion, which have tranflated Word for 

elas follows. 


if pithe fifth Day of the Moon, which according 
to the Cuftom of my Fore.fathers I always 
Mepholy, after haviig wafhed my felf and offer- 
sou Morning Devotions, I afcended the high 
Hills of Bagdat, in order to pafs the teft of the Day 
itMeditation and Prayer. As I was hefe airing 
ity felfon the Tops of the Mountains,I fell into a 
pound Contemplation on the Vanity of hu- 
mine Life ; and pafling ftors one Thought to a- 
ther, Surely, faid I, Man is but a Shadow and 
Life 2 Dream. WhilftI wasthus mufing, I caft 
‘ay Eyestowards the Summit of a Rock that was 
wt far from me, where I difcovered one in the 
iw Habit of a-Shepherd, with alittle Mufical Inftru- 
B ttt in his Hand. AsI looked upon him he ap- 
3 ate to his Lips, and began to play upon it. 
Sound of it was exceeding {weet,and —— 
into.a Variety of Tunes that were inexpreffibly 
ddious, and altogether different from an one 
Uhadever heard, ‘They put me in mind of thofe 
heavenly Airs that are played to the departed 
Souls of good Men upon their firft Arrival in Pa- 
tadife, to wear out the Impreffions of ‘their lait 
Agonies, and qualify them for thePleafures of that 
happy Place. My fee melted away in fecret 

Aaplures, : 
“Thad been often told that the Rock before me 
Was the Haunt of a Génius ; and that feveral had 
"Ween entertained with Mufick who had paffed by 
a but never heard that the Mufician haf before 
‘made himfelf vifible. When he had raifed my 
‘aie by thofe tranfporting Airs which he 
) to talte the Pleafures of his Converfation, 


1M * 1 looked upon him like one aftonifhed, he. 


Jp Ytkoned to me, and by the waving of his Hand 
IB dette tne to approach the Place qwfrere he fat. 
i: ldtew near with that Reverence which is due to, 

‘aluperiour Nature ; and as my Heart was entirely 


« fubdued by the’ — Strains I had heard; 


© ous Tide of ‘Water rolling 


« Sih teft, arid -left the Bridge in the’ ruirious 


© fat 
¢ ditddes of’ 


~ 


‘ [fell down at his Feet and wept. The Genius 
* finiled upon me with a Look of Compaffion and 
‘ Affability that familiarized him to my:Imagina- 
‘ tion, oak at once difpelled all the Fears and Ap- 


*‘prehenfions with which I'‘approached him: He 
* lifted:me fromthe Ground, atl taking me by the 
‘ Hand, Mirzah, faidhe, I have heard thee in thy 
‘Soliloquies, follow me. <.. - 


*"¢ He then led me so the higheft Pinnacle of the 
‘ Rock, and placing me on the Top-of it, Caft thy 
* Eyes Eaftward, {aid he, and tell me what thou 
‘ fect. Ifee, {aid 1, a huge Valley and a prodigi- 
through it. e:Val- 
* ley that thou feeft, faid he; is the Vale of Mifery; 
‘ and the Tide of Water that thou feeft is Part of 
¢ the great Tide of Eternity: What is the Rea- 
‘ fon, faid I,’ that’the Tide I’ fee rifes out of 2 
* thick’ Mitt ax one‘ End, and! again lofes it felf 
‘ina thick Mift at the other? What thou fe- 
* eft,’ faid he, is" that Portion of Eternity which 


* fs called Time, ‘meafated out’-by the Sun; and 


‘ reaching. from, the Beginning of the World 
* ‘td its Confummation. Examime now, faid ‘he, 
‘this’ Sea that’ is thus bounded with Darknefs at 
‘ both Ends, and tell-‘me what‘thou difcovereft in 
tit’ Ifeea Brig e; faid I, ftariding in the Midft 
© of the Tide. ibe Bridge thou feeft, faid he,: is 
* humane Life ;confider tt attentively. Woon 2 
* mbte lerfurely Survey of it,’ 1 found: that it:con 
* fitted of threefcdre and ten entite -Arches, with fe- 
© veral broken Arches, which added to thofe that 
* wert entire made up the Number about. an: hum 
* dred. As I was Counting the Arches, the Genius 
‘told me, that this Bridge confifted at firft. of a 
¢ thoufand Arches ;)-but that a. great Flood {wept 


on I now beheld it.’ But tell mc farther, 
‘he,'‘What thd difcovereft.on it. .Ifee Muk 
Bs oplé*paffing over it, faid I, and a 
‘black Clotid hahging on each End of it. As] look« 


_ © ed more .attentively, I faw feveral of the Paffen+ 


‘ gers dtopping thro’ the Bridge, intb the great Fide 
‘ that flowed underneath it ;.and upon further Ex- 
‘ Fegan, cage there were innumerable Trap- 
« doors that lay concealed in the Bridge, which the. 
‘ Paffengers no fooner trod ypon, but they, fell 
‘through them iato the Tide and immediate. 


sly 








¢ ly difappeared. Thefe hidden Pit-falls were fet 
+ very thick atthe Entrance of the Bridge, fo that 
* Throngs of People no fooner broke through the 
¢ Cloud, but many of them fellinto them. They 
* grew thinner towards the Middle, but multiplied 
« and lay clofer together towards the End oi the 
¢ Arches that were entire. 

‘ There were indeed fome Perfons, but their 
¢ Number was very fmall, that continued a kind of 
‘ hobbling March on the broken Arches, but fell 
¢ through one after another, being quite tired and 
¢ fpent with fo long a Walk, 

_ ©1 paffed fome Time in the Contemplation of 
¢ this wonderful Structure, and the great Variety 
* of Objeéts which it prefented. My Heart was 
é filled with a deep Melancholy to fee feveral drop- 
¢ ping unexpectedly in the Midit of Mirth and Jol- 
‘ lity, and catching at every thing that ftood by 
¢ them to fave themfelves. Some were lookin 
¢ up towards the Heavens in a thoughtful Pofture, 
¢ and in the Midft of a Speculation flumbled and 
* fell out of Sight. Multitudesewere very bufy in 
¢ the Purfuit of Bubbles that glittered in their Eyes 
‘ and danced before them, but often when they 
¢ thought themfelves within the Reach of them 
¢ their ‘Footing failed and down they funk. Jn, 
€ this Confufion of Objects, 1 obferyed fome™ with, 
€ Scymetars in their Hands, and others with 
¢ Urinals, who ran to and fro upon the Bridge, 
¢ thrufting feveral Perfons on Trap-doors which did 
« not feem to have been laid for them, and whi h 
€ they might have efcaped had they not been thhs 
© forced upon them. ere pe 

‘ The Beas feeing me indul ba fend in tbis 
€ melancholy Profpeét, told me] jhad dwelt long 
€ enough upon it : Take thine Eyes off the Bridge, 
< {aid he, and tell me if thou yet feeft any thing 
< thou doft not comprehend. .( Rn Igoking. UP, 
© What mean, faid 1, thofe great Flights of Birds 
¢ that/are perpetually hovermg about the Bridge, 

= ji tee 


¢ and fettling upon it from Time to Time ?;I | 
¢ Vultures, Haepyes Ravens, Cormorants; and a- 
many other; feathered Creatures fevetal lit- 


« tle winged Boys, that perch in, great IN 
* tle winged Boys, that perch 1p great Numbers up; 
* on the Biddle Arches. Thefe, Laid the! nee 
¢ are Envy,. Avarice, Superitition, Defpait, Leye, 
* withthe like Cares and affionsthat infeft huinang 
* Life. .. tae of eBat? 
¢ Lhere fetched a deep Sigh, Alafs, faid I, ry 
¢ was made in vain! How ishe given away tg Ni- 
é fery and Mortality! tortured .in Life,’ and,fwal. 
¢ lawed up in Death! The Genius being moyed 
¢ with Gompatfion towards me, bid me quit fo: un, 
‘ aera a Profpeé -. Look po more, [aid ‘he, 
« on Man in the firft-Stage,of his Exiftenge, jn his 
¢ fetting out for. Eternity ; but. caft thine Eye on 
« that thick Mift,into which thg.'Tide. bears ¢he Je- 
« veral Generations.of “Mortals that fall: into jt, 1 
« dire&ted my Sight.as I was ordered, and (whether 
* orno the good Genius Grengrinc fic a 
« pernatural Force, or diffpated Bare of the Mitt 
« that: was before)-too thickifpr the. Eys.to pene 
¢ trate) I faw the Valley. opening at thesturther 
« End, and fpreading forth into, an ammente; Gcrang 
« that hada huge Reck of Adamaptyunning throngh 
«the Midft of it, and dividing it into two equal 










‘ Halfs. The Cloud ftill refted on ons Half of 
« infomuch that I could difcover nothing in je. 

‘ the other appezred to mea vait Oceana? S 
* with innumerable Iilands, that were covered pia 
¢ Fruits and'Flowérs, ang interwoven with ie 
« fand little thining Seas that ran armons th 

« could fee Perfons dreffed in glorious Bisbal 
« Garlands upon their Heads, paffing a a 
« Tress, lying down by the Sides of ite 
¢ or refting on Beds of Fiowers ; ind could me, 
« confuled Harmony of finging Birds, fallin Ve 
‘ ters, humane Voices, and_mufical Inftrumem 
* Gladnefs grew, in me upon the Difcovery of {4 
¢ lightful a Scene, I wifhed for the Wings of . 
« Eagle,that 1 might fly away to thofe happy Seas 
¢ but the Genius told me there was nL aifie j 
« them,¢xcept through the Gates of Death that] bie 
* opening every Moment upon the Bridge. The}. 
« ilands;-faid he, that-lie io frefh and green hef, 
‘ thee, and, with which the whole Face of the (0. 
< 
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cean: appears {potted as far as thou canit fee, =» 
more in Number than the Sands on the Sca-thor, 
there are Myriads of Iflands behind thofe wht 
« thou here difcovereit, reaching further than thi: 
¢ Eye or even thine imagination can extend it (! 
‘* Taefe are the Manfions of. good Men after Dex: 
‘-who accerding to the, Degrée'and’ Kinds of Ve 
€ tue in which they cee are diftributed any 
¢ thefe feveral-INands, which ‘abound AWith Pleafés 
¢ of different Kinds and Degrees," fuitable to th 
‘ Relifhes and Perfections ot thofe who are fer 
‘inthem3 every Iflind is a Paradiie “accommo 
‘ ted toitsrefpective inhabitants. Are not thele,( 
© Mirzah, Habitations worth contending f 
‘ Docs Life appear miferable, ‘hat’ ‘gives’ the 
‘ Opportunities of earning fuch a Reward? 
¢ Death,to be Feated, that will convey thee to {ohh 
‘ Py an, Exiftence 2 Think not Man was made 
‘ vain, who has fuch an Eternity referved for hin 
‘] aagd with inexpreffible Pleafure.on theiehap 
¢ Iflands., At length {aid I, fhew me now, I 
« feech thee, the ecrets that, lie hid under th 
* dark Clouds which cover the Ocean ar the ot os 
* Side of the Rock of Adamant “The 1 
* making me no Anfwer, I turned ‘about to addi 
‘ my felt sto him a fecond time, but I found thct ham’ 
¢ had left. me 5 ag so again to the Vike 
$ which ] had been fo, long contem lating, but oe 
 ftead of the rolling ‘Tide, the arched Bydge, all 
‘ the happy Iflands, t aw nothi ‘Buk the long mf 
‘low, alley of Bagduts with, Gen, Sheep, a 
* Cambjs, grazing fpanthe Sides of it. >) 
“The End of the! fir# Vifion of Mivzah. vi: 


‘© For ped by the CANDLE. ' 
On Thurfday (Re Sth of Septembre next, at Garey 
raway"s / Coifte-houfe dn Bi HYe-AN yin “Corhill, at 10 bet 
Neon, (only ‘one Cask -and Raskes, in a Lor), she. incire Carpoof 
neutral Ship the Bmanus!, Biorn Rengfon Matter, impored fr 
Dieppe, (pufifaint co an’, \& of Barliardene mibdke leit’ S<ffronny a4 
‘ing. of extellefitnew? ErenchiWines, neat, Viz..44 Feuisleecee orbit 
Hopifhcadsof Burgundy, 4 Raskets containing each roo’ Bike me 
Champaign, and 66 Hogiieeds of true Hermitege, fu landed, 0 
how in a Vault wear the Woiks'df Mr. Tho. Cary, ‘Merchant, in’ 
ye af mape € ‘. aie Gla yin saat Seem ‘od 
r on Fe t e 4th ang e ay the, stho Copte mM if “) 
faid. meant Buyers arédbfired rf appear puneuafly atthe 
appoift@y, dertrmining toronpteat ithe Salé without  adjo 
To be fold.bj, Tho. Tomkins, Broker; nee 





LONDON: Printed for Sami. Bickley, ac. the Dalphid in Little-Britait; and 
~ Sold by A. Baldwin in Warwitk-Lane ; whe : 3 ch 
as alfo by Charles Lille, Pesfumer, at che.G@prner of Beauford-Buildig 


‘the Strand, 







eee Advertifements are taken; 


” 
° e? 
i eee he 


